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What is ACCA?
What does it take to become a chief financial officer? How do 
you control a £100 billion balance sheet at a bank? If you want 
to know the answers, then the ACCA qualification is for you.

ACCA is an accountancy qualification ideal for those who 
would like a rewarding career in finance, or wish to become a 
Chartered Certified Accountant. 

During the ACCA qualification, you will study a broad range of 
topics that will help your career, including: 

  financial management
  corporate reporting
  taxation and audit 
  leadership and ethics 

The skills you pick up from these topics will help you 
progress in your chosen field and open up new career 
paths in the future.



93% of employers agree the ACCA 
Qualification provides relevant skills 
for their organisations.**

ACCA is a globally respected qualification, with 110 years 
experience as a leading professional accounting body.

The qualification is based on international accounting 
standards, so employers around the world know that an ACCA 
qualification indicates professional excellence. 

Over 252,500 members and 526,000
students in 180 countries.* 

Newly qualified members earn up to 
£42,500 plus benefits in the UK.***

Why study ACCA?

*ACCA Integrated report      **ACCA Report      ***Talent 2024

https://www.accaglobal.com/content/dam/ACCA_Global/disc/agm-annual-review/2024/acca-annual-integrated-report-2024.pdf
https://www.accaglobal.com/gb/en/about-us/annual-reports/annual-report.html
https://uk.talent.com/salary?job=newly+qualified+acca


Top three career achievements, according to ACCA Members.*

Leading a finance team.

Broadening horizons by working 
internationally.

Working in a specialist finance role. 

ACCA take you?
Where can

From fashion to football, accountancy is essential in all 
industries, meaning ACCA can lead to a wealth of opportunity 
in almost any sector. After all, the success of a business is 
dependent on sound financial management. 

The ACCA qualification also opens up many career 
opportunities in external auditing, banking and 
corporate finance. 

And because of its global reputation, an ACCA qualification
is your passport to work around the world. 

*ACCA Career Survey 2023
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https://www.accaglobal.com/gb/en/study-with-acca/your-career/sectors-industries-roles.html


ACCA Foundations 
The Foundation qualifications are designed 
for those who want to start in financial 
accounting, but don’t have any previous 
relevant qualifications. 

Entry requirements
None. 

Applied Knowledge/Applied Skills 
The first step toward ACCA membership, the 
Applied Knowledge Level, introduces you to 
both financial and management accounting 
techniques. The Applied Skills Level will then 
build on these skills further. 

Entry requirements
Two A-Levels and three GCSEs (or equivalent), 
including English and maths. If you have a 
relevant Accounting or Finance degree, you 
may be able to start at the Applied Skills Level.

Strategic Professional Level
The final stage of the ACCA Qualification. 
But if you have previous relevant qualifications, 
you could skip ahead and start here.

Entry requirements
Completed Applied Skills Level, or a relevant 
degree from an ACCA-accredited university.

Myths and misconceptions
Many believe that they don’t have the right 
qualifications or skills to start studying 
accountancy.

But whilst it does help to be comfortable 
with maths, English, and using a computer, 
most accountants today use spreadsheets 
or accounting software to do a lot of the 
calculations and processes.

So you certainly don’t need to be a maths 
or IT genius.

Can I study ACCA?
Whether you’ve just finished school, want to change career, or already hold 
a financial qualification, there are lots of ways to start ACCA. The three main 
entry routes are highlighted below. 



*Savings based on total monthly cost for the same time period

cost me?
What will it

ACCA offers a cost effective route into a high-paying, stable profession 
– making it an great alternative to other qualifications.

Pay Monthly

£55
Pay Quarterly

£150
Pay Yearly

£530
Save £15* Save £130*



At Eagle, we're here to give people the freedom to learn, live 
life and feel great. No more paying out lump sums or being 
tied into credit agreements for your learning. Where other 
providers commit you to a fixed-term, Eagle lets you spread 
your wings.

For over 20 years, we've built a strong reputation for 
supporting learners to succeed through flexible distance 
learning courses.

Our new subscription allows you to study at your own pace, 
on your own terms. Choose to pay monthly, quarterly, or 
annually and progress as quickly or as slowly as you need to.

With Eagle, you get access to full online courses and materials 
once you sign up, so you can start when you’re ready. And if 
you need to brush up on your knowledge, no problem. Feel 
free to review previous subjects, modules, and levels anytime. 
We won’t put barriers on your learning, so you can soar 
through your qualification.

Subscribe to
Online Learning

Try FREE for 7 days  

Subscribe to

https://www.eagle-education.co.uk/?utm_campaign=referral-pro-brnd-b2c-0151-eagle-accountancy-pdf&utm_source=prospects&utm_medium=pdf&utm_content=cta&utm_term=try-free&utm_contype=link


Feel free to have it all
All courses and all levels for the qualification you’re studying 
for are included in your subscription. Always available 
and always up to date, you can brush up on any assumed 
knowledge whenever you need to.

Try Eagle FREE for 7 days and see how it works. We’re sure 
you’ll love what you see, but if it isn’t right for you, you can 
cancel with no hidden fees.

Why subscription?
Feel free to achieve your AAT, ACCA, or CIMA qualification with 
an Eagle subscription. We put you in control, giving you the 
flexibility to study as and when you want. 

As a subscriber, you’ll get access to the latest courses and 
materials in addition to discounts on Kaplan and Osborne 
Books. Simply start in your own time, at your own pace, and 
progress. But, you’re not alone. You’ll also be assigned a 
mentor and have access to academic support for any queries 
about your subscription or your course.

If you struggle to find the time to study, our subscription gives 
you the freedom to master your learning.

Try FREE for 7 days  

Subscribe to
Online Learning

https://www.eagle-education.co.uk/?utm_campaign=referral-pro-brnd-b2c-0151-eagle-accountancy-pdf&utm_source=prospects&utm_medium=pdf&utm_content=cta&utm_term=try-free&utm_contype=link


Flexible, distance learning on your terms
Subscribe to online learning and master your AAT, ACCA 
or CIMA qualification in your own time. Choose how you 
pay and get access to courses and materials.

Academic support seven days a week*

Get academic support anytime from your tutor or mentor. 
With four-hour response times during working hours, you 
can stay on track easily.

No ties, no minimum terms, no catch
We won’t clip your wings. Control your subscription to fit 
around your lifestyle. If you decide to take a break, it's 
easy to cancel with no hidden fees.

Above national average pass rates
Our students consistently exceed national average pass 
rates. Take your exams with confidence knowing you’re 
in good company.

Osborne Books partner
Get 50% off hard copy books as an Eagle student and 
supplement your online materials.

Accessible
No degree or apprenticeship needed, just the motivation 
to succeed! You can become qualified regardless of your 
background and get into your dream accounting job.

Try FREE for 7 days  

*Within our opening hours of Monday to Thursday 8am-8pm, Friday 8am-5.30pm, Saturday 9am-5pm and Sunday 9am-1pm.

Subscribe to
Online Learning

https://www.eagle-education.co.uk/?utm_campaign=referral-pro-brnd-b2c-0151-eagle-accountancy-pdf&utm_source=prospects&utm_medium=pdf&utm_content=cta&utm_term=try-free&utm_contype=link


To become a fully qualified Chartered Certified Accountant, you need to complete 
the three ACCA Levels previously mentioned – Applied Knowledge, Applied Skills, 
and Strategic Professional. Plus complete an Ethics and Professional Skills module 
and have 36 months of relevant work experience in an accountancy or finance role.

Applied Skills and Applied Knowledge
These two levels contain nine mandatory 
exams. The first three papers cover the 
Applied Knowledge section, with the 
remaining six covering Applied Skills. You 
can sit them in any order and once passed, 
you can move on to Strategic Professional. 

What You Learn
A strong, broad, and practical knowledge 
of the world of finance. Topics include 
Law, Taxation, and Financial Reporting.

Time to Complete
24–30 months

Career Progression
Studying at this level gives you a wide 
range of job opportunities to choose 
from, such as a finance trainee, trainee 
business analyst and internal auditor.

Strategic Professional Level
Within this Level, there are two mandatory 
subjects – Strategic Business Leader and 
Strategic Business Reporting. You must 
then take an additional two specialist 
subjects from a choice of four.

What you Learn
At this level of the ACCA Qualification, you’ll 
learn the dynamic skills and strategic vision 
that all great businesses and financial leaders 
need. It also gives you the opportunity to 
specialise in areas that best suit your career 
ambitions via the specialist subjects. When 
you are choosing your specialisms, think about 
which exams best reflect your strengths and 
which exams best reflect the experience you 
have gained or the career you want to have.

Time to Complete
12-18 months

Career Progression
With experience, your qualification could 
lead to very senior positions such as a 
financial manager, chief financial officer 
or a partner in a professional firm.

ACCA
levels explained



How do I progress?
On average, it takes most students three to 
five years to pass all the exams that make 
up the ACCA professional qualification. 

You can sit most ACCA Applied Skills and 
Strategic Professional exams four times 
during the year – March, June, September, 

and December. How you decide to use these 
sittings is completely up to you, but it means 
you need to plan your studies carefully. ACCA 
Applied Knowledge exams are on demand 
and can be sat at a time that suits you. 

Specialisms (choose two)

Essentials Module

Applied Skills Module

Knowledge Module

ACCA qualification structure
Applied Skills/Knowledge Level

Strategic Professional Level

Strategic Business Leader (SBL) Strategic Business Reporting (SBR)

Advanced Performance Management (APM)

Advanced Audit and Assurance (AAA)

Advanced Financial Management (AFM)

Advanced Taxation (ATX)

Accountant in Business (AB) Management Accounting (MA) Financial Accounting (FA)

Corporate and Business Law (LW)

Financial Reporting (FR)

Performance  Management (PM)

Audit and Assurance (AA)

Taxation (TX)

Financial Management (FM)



We know that starting ACCA can be overwhelming, so we’ve 
put together a handy checklist below to guide you through 
the process from start to finish. Follow these steps and 
you’ll be qualified in no time!

Start studying
You should now have everything in place to be able to start your 
training, and schedule your first exam when you feel ready!

Choose your course
Make sure ACCA is right for you, and find out which level 
you should start with.

Register with AAT
In additional to subscribing to Eagle, you also need to register 
as an ACCA student with the institute itself. Otherwise you 
can’t take your exams!

Choose your subscription
You can choose to pay for your course monthly, quarterly 
or yearly – whatever suits your budget.

checklist
Your ACCA

Contact us

www.eagle-education.co.uk

01978 722 511

If you have any questions about starting your 
course with Eagle, please feel free to get in touch:

Contact Form

https://www.accaglobal.com/acca-registration-intro.html
https://www.accaglobal.com/acca-registration-intro.html
http://www.eagle-education.co.uk
tel:01978722511
https://www.eagle-education.co.uk/contact/?utm_campaign=referral-pro-brnd-b2c-0151-eagle-accountancy-pdf&utm_source=prospects&utm_medium=pdf&utm_content=cta&utm_term=contact&utm_contype=link



